2025/12/05 22:36 1/3 smitten_kitchen

Smitten Kitchen

e pumpkin basque cheesecake (2025/11/24 22:28)
It'’s been 17 months since | first questioned whether anyone even needed another recipe for a basque cheesecake — the burnished, custardy and
uncluttered kind that hails from San Sebastian, Spain — and concluded that in fact, | did. | wanted one that was smaller, because | didn’t want to
make a 2- to 3-pound commitment to cheese [which, honestly, sounds like a beautiful thing otherwise] every time the craving struck. A loaf pan
was ideal for efficiency, portability, and easy slicing. A food processor allowed us to make the batter in just minutes, even if the cream cheese
was cold from the fridge. A little cornstarch instead of flour enabled the cheesecake to be gluten-free, always a win. Read more »

e crunchy brown butter baked carrots (2025/11/18 22:34)
My strongest opinion on Thanksgiving sides is that whenever possible, they should come in a casserole dish (or its chic French cousin, a gratin). |
don’t mean that your sides should be limited to things that swim in cream, cheese, butter, or a happy combination of all three — although one
dish in this category is highly welcome on my table — | simply mean that sides like this, that is baked in dishes with walls, tend to excel at
holding up to resting times, reheat well, and stay warm longer. Read more »

¢ baked potatoes with crispy broccoli and bacon (2025/10/30 18:44)
Unless you're living your life better than me (probably!), | bet it’s been way too long since you last had a baked potato for dinner — or, as they're
more charmingly called across the pond, “jacket potato.” And it’s a crime because they’re so cozy and uncomplicated to make, we could fix this
right now. Read more »

e brown butter snickerdoodles (2025/10/21 19:21)
Friends, it's snickerdoodle season. If you didn’t know that snickerdoodles had a season, let me paint a picture for you: you're coming inside on a
blustery and colder-than-you’d-expected October day so you hadn’t dressed for it and you can’t wait to announce what my kids always laugh at
me for saying when | walk through the door: “Well, that’s enough doing things for me today!” and forswear things like “being outside” and “hard
pants” for the rest of the evening but what is this! What is this god-like aroma of buttery baked cinnamon sugar warmth that has permeated your
senses? Is it a scented candle, i.e. the idea, but not the substance of a thing you love? No, it's snickerdoodles. And you’re about to eat a warm
one, which feels like climbing inside It's The Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown while also, simultaneously, getting to be this dog. I'm not saying you
cannot experience this sensory transcendency on a day in January or June, but it hits on a different, worldview-shifting, level when cold air is still
a novel thing. Read more »

e spinach and ricotta gnudi (2025/10/15 19:33)
Although spinach gnudi — soft, pillowy cheese dumplings fried in browned butter and sage — are traditionally more of a spring or summer food,
I'm here to make the argument we should eat them right now, in prime soup-and-sweater weather. Because did you hear the part about warm
cheese? the puddle of brown butter? the earthy sage? It's a symphony of delicious fall things and if you tell me you don’t want to curl up on the
plate and take a nap in it, fine, I'll believe you but I do think you're in denial. Read more »

e opera cake (2025/10/06 20:35)
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Welcome to the cake that has terrified me the most. You see, | have two favorite cakes. The first is my Strawberry Summer Stack Cake, the
layered strawberry, cream, and butter cake version of the Strawberry Summer Cake in Smitten Kitchen Keepers. The second is the Opera Cake
(Gateau Opéra), a stacked and striped dessert with thin almond cake layers soaked in espresso syrup, chocolate ganache, and a rich espresso
buttercream. The difference between the first cake and the second is that the second recipe was never going to happen. Read more »

e cabbage and halloumi skewers (2025/09/09 19:54)
Every September, | step up onto my soapbox to report for my self-appointed duty — one part desperate, one part cantankerous — to remind us
that summer isn’t over yet. | beg us to put away the decorative gourds and pumpkin spice for just a tiny bit longer. It's a slippery slope from
“hooray, scarves!” and “look at that perfect rainbow of a tree!” to a very long winter where | forget what warmth feels like on my skin and | am
beseeching us not to wish it away. Or, | struggle with change? Hm, it’s hard to tell! Read more »

e double chocolate zucchini bread (2025/08/20 18:27)
Oh you wanted a chocolate zucchini bread recipe? Don’t you know this is a food blog? I'm contractually obligated to tell a meandering and
infuriatingly irrelevant story in each headnote, keeping you from the recipe as long as possible for nefarious, possibly witchy, purposes, and |
don’t want to disappoint. Next week, I'll be celebrating my 20th wedding anniversary with a guy | met because | wrote some rambling things on a
blog about, like, dating and New York City and funny things that had happened, he read it, we went for a drink, | stopped dating, needed a new
subject to fill the void, and Smitten Kitchen came to be one year later. [Some people have honeymoon babies, I, uh, had you.] Read more »

e grilled chicken salad with cilantro-lime dressing (2025/08/06 15:56)
What did we get up to while our kids’ time away overlapped for two weeks this summer? Did we go on vacation? Did we party every night? The
truth is honestly embarrassing, so middle-aged coded, Deb of the early Smitten Kitchen years would rage and weep. [“You promised you
wouldn’t get lame!”] | got... orthotics. And even worse than considering this newsworthy, | love them. | caught up on appointments. | challenged
myself to finish books before they were overdue at the library and occasionally pulled it off. Sometimes | drank an entire 8 glasses of water and
went to bed by 10:30pm. Sure, we went out. We had uninterrupted conversations. We drank Hugo spritzes. We saw dogs playing in a kiddie pool
set up in front of an open fire hydrant and lamented that the kids were missing it, then reloaded their last locations and photos from the camp
stream a million more times. We said things to each other like, “I miss the kids, but not parenting.” | watched this clip and it emotionally wrecked
me. I'd sleep through my alarm in the morning and nobody was there to tell me | make weird faces in my sleep or that they’d promised they’d
bring homemade treats to school that day. Friends, it was wild. Read more »

e chipwich ice cream cake (2025/07/25 18:15)
High on the list of cooking things that I've got far more opinions on than anyone has ever asked of me (and may have even, at times, prayed I'd
stop yapping about), are homemade ice cream sandwiches. Why? Because it's devastating when you realize something that should bring us
nothing but incandescent summer joy — ice cream! cookies! — rarely work as well as promised. Most cookies become so hard once frozen, you
feel like you're breaking a tooth with each bite. Unyielding cookies also squeeze the ice cream out the sides, leading to drips down your arms and
an immediate bad mood (for adults; kids, naturally, love it). While writing Smitten Kitchen Keepers, | became obsessed with creating a deeply
nostalgic homemade chipwich-style ice cream sandwich that did everything right and | had three big a-ha moments along the way: Read more »
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